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scientific attempts to determine the value and depreciation of sewers have been made, and such work as has been done along this line is not general enough to serve as a guide or to warrant any definite conclusions as to hfe of sewers and appurtenant structures.
A very large part of the sewers constructed prior to 1880, and some built since that date, were inadequate, and the methods and materials of construction employed in many of the early sewers were such that serious physical deterioration has occurred. Consequently, a compilation of data relating to the abandonment or reconstruction of old sewers would be of slight value in attempting to forecast the useful life of modern sewers built on adequate designs and of thoroughly resistant materials. Probably a careful inspection of the physical condition of the sewer structures, including tests of wear of inverts, condition of joints of brickwork and of pipe sewers, approximate determination qf leakage into the sewers, wear of manhole frames and covers, and the like, would usually enable an experienced engineer to estimate fairly the "percentage condition" of the structures, and this combined with an allowance for functional depreciation resulting from changes in character of districts or annexation of territory, with consequent inadequacy, is likely to prove the fairest method of determining depreciation of sewers unless and until a sufficient body of data shall have been accumulated to serve as a guide in the determination of probable useful life and the mathematical computation of depreciation therefrom. Under any circumstances, it is likely that a thorough inspection will be necessary to an intelligent estimate of depreciation and future life.
The desirability of compiling information relating to actual useful life of sewers is obvious, and it is to be hoped that engineers having charge of sewer systems will put such data on record so that they may be summarized and available for use in the future.